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During the year which immediately followed s composition of the Apocalypse, it looked ry much as if its prophecies were going to
fulfilled. Then things righted themselves ; rusalem was crushed, and Rome went on much before.
For some considerable time the meaning of is extraordinary book was fairly understood ; adually, however, as the ages passed on, the key is lost, and in the interval between the middle the second century and our own age the writers 10 had any clear notion as to what its author was iving at, were few and far between. All that ,s not prevented the Apocalypse inspiring a eat deal of good literature, and its language .11, we may be sure, for a long time to come,
used to express the hopes and dreams of men out the future. The Paroles d'un Croyant inds in the same relation to the Apocalypse
the Apocalypse does to Ezekiel, and so do a ousand hymns and poems of the last eighteen nturies-.
The last three chapters of the fourth volume iscribe the advent of the Flavian family to preme power, and the ruin which fell upon rusalem, when Vespasian and Titus were able
turn their attention to the affairs of Palestine, t the end of the eighteenth chapter, however,